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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS

This is the fourth in a series of workshop meetings which originated in
Oklahoma City four years ago with the purpose of bringing together tnose
researchers who were utilizing human subjects for Biomechanical Research.
Several problem areas were identified ia tre initial meetings. Committees
which were set up to address these probiens subsequentiy reported at our
intervening sessions, and thelr activities were duly recorded in our
proceedings. A major sector of this work,that of the Cocrdinate Systems
Guidelines Committee under the chairmansnip of Dr. Dan Thomas, has been
completed, and we will have an cjpportunity during the current meeting to
evaiuate the results in the context of acceptance by the technical community
here and abroad. We will aiso consider whether any probiems have developed
in the application of these guidelines.

With continuing experience in the use of human subjects, especially the
cadaver, as a tool for biomechanics research, several new and quite basic
probiems have emerged which have significant implications regarding the
validity and credibility of such use. These problems 1ie primarily in the
area of injury assessment, particuiarly soft tissue injury. A host of
associated difficulties have been identified. These range from criteria
for cadaver specimen seiection anc description, to the final decision
nrocessess by which observed cadaver trauma is converted into a clinically
based AIS or injury rating. As part of these proceedings, our Co-Chairmen
Drs. Tarriere and Melvin wiil develop ideas and seek direction from this
group as to how we can best develop a strategy for addressing these probiems.

Following this we will proceed to technical sessions where observations on
cadaver utilization, comparability, and instrumentation will be presented.

I have several additional comments: First, I wish to repeat the major
ground rule of our workshop: The work presented here will be recorced ana
sent to all participants, but these proceedings are not intended for
reference in any publication. This is to maintain the informal nature of
our presentations. However, there are some individual presentations which
may be referenced by title, author and organization and these papers will

be so identified on their titie pages. Second, in order to send the material
to you, we ask that you fill in the attendance sheets which have been passed
around. List your own names and those of your associates who are not
present but who wish to be included in our mailing. Do this regardiess of
whether you are currently on our mailing list. We have run out of address
labels and we are updating our distribution. Lastly, I am pleased to announce
that we have found an official home for our workshop. The Stapp Conference
Committee has agreed to recognize our existence and will include our meeting
requirements in the Stapp Conference planning format. For the present they
will arrange to have a day reserved either before or after the conference
for our proceedings.
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Next year at New Orleans our meeting is scheduled for the day proceeding
the Stapp Car Crash Conference and wiil be described as a workshop in the
formal announcement. We wiil continue to maintain our informal format,
and will continue the separate preparation of our program announcement
and printed proceedings.

Thank you.

Arthur E. Hirsch
Chairman
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