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Preface

S WE END THE FIRST twenty five years of the International Workshop on Human

Subjects and begin the next, we are witnessing the recent, rapid, technological changes that
are revolutionizing the way we think about and conduct biomechanics research. In this light we
have implemented some changes in the Twenty Sixth Workshop that will help further broaden
the content related to human subjects research, namely, computational biomechanics, dummy
instrumentation, and test device development. The response from the community was very
favourable as evidenced by the breadth of the subject matter covered by this year’s paper
submissions.

It is clear that this Workshop has provided, as in previous years, a forum for presenting
research topics critical to the development of injury criteria that support advancements in safety
standards. The Workshop is centered around the biological experiment that supplies critical
information into the overall injury criteria development process. The Workshop has in the past
and will continue to focus on the interdisciplinary aspects of such an experiment.

This year’s Workshop included fourteen presentations given under four sessions. Papers
were submitted in areas covering mechanical response and properties of cadaveric tissue,
cadaveric and animal brain injury research, protection for helmeted heads, as well as footwell
intrusion injuries. Other topics included novel approaches in the estimation of chest velocities,
sternum instrumentation, computer modelling of the shoulder and the lower leg, an H-point
machine for the 5™ percentile Hybrid IIIl dummy, and a crash data system.

The proceedings of this workshop are documented here in fourteen submitted papers that
have not been peer reviewed.

Faris A. Bandak, Ph.D.
Washington, DC
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